
Macedon’s
CANAL

HERITAGE
Located 15 miles east of

Rochester on the Erie 
Canal, Macedon is a true
'Canal Town.’ Featuring

many unique and
outstanding historic and

present-day sites, Macedon
is a place not to be missed

by the canal enthusiast.

CCEEMMEETTEERRIIEESS
GGIIVVEE CCLLUUEESS TTOO MMAACCEEDDOONN''SS

CCAANNAALL HHIISSTTOORRYY
Two cemeteries in the Town hold clues

to Macedon's past. The Baptist Burial Ground,
located on Walworth Rd. just north of Quaker
Rd. (map # 6), is the site of the graves of Sir
Winston Churchill's great-great grandparents,

Anna & David Wilcox. Their great granddaughter
Jenny married Lord Randolf Churchill, father to
the great statesman and war hero. Other rela-
tives are buried in Palmyra.

The second, The Wayneport Union Burying
Ground, located on Wayneport Rd. (map # 7)
just north of the canal, is the final resting-place
of 26 'canallers,' victims of an epidemic in 1846
during the construction of the Enlarged Canal. It
is the only known site where canal laborers were
buried en mass. The actual gravesite is
unmarked, but a historic marker erected in 1992
now identifies the cemetery.  

LLOOCCKK 6600
AANNDD GGAALLLLUUPP’’ SS

CCHHAANNGGEE BBRRIIDDGGEE
##3399

The Lock 60 Historic Site, (map # 2) is located
off Quaker Road between Walworth and O'Neil
Roads. Lock 60 is one of the finest surviving
locks of the improved Erie Canal and located on
the site of the original lock #71.  Opened in
1841, the lock was later doubled and then
lengthened to meet the demands of the canal
traffic. Each chamber is 18' x 110'. The site is
now maintained by the Lock 60 Locktenders
under the umbrella of the Town of Macedon.
The lock was abandoned in 1914. 

Located to the west of the lock is a con-
necting trail to the NYS Canalway Trail con-
structed and maintained by the Macedon Trails
Association. At the junction of these trails just
west of the O'Neil Road bridge can be seen the
Gallup's Bridge #39 Highway Change bridge
abutments (map # 3). They are the only known
surviving change bridge abutments of the
enlarged canal, and would have had a clear span
of 72.5' with a deck 14' wide. Traveling west, the
mules would have changed from the south to
north sides of the canal, & the towpath can be
seen on the south abutment.
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&&  PPOOWWEERRHHOOUUSSEE
The Aldrich Change Bridge, rescued
from the waters of Ganargua (Mud)
Creek in 1997, was rededicated in

2004 close to its original location in Aqueduct Park at Lock 29
(map #1).  Manufactured in 1858 by Squire Whipple, the bridge
was originally located at the weighlock in Rochester, but moved to
the Macedon Palmyra Town line in 1880. When the present canal
was opened the bridge was sold to a local farmer and moved.
Significant not only as the only surviving change bridge and an
example of Whipple's truss bridge design, the bridge is the oldest
dated surviving wrought and cast iron bridge in New York State.

The rescue, reconstruction and relocation of the bridge by a group known as the Bridge Builders has
been called "one of the most important bridge preservation projects in the country today." 

Also located at Aqueduct Park are Lock 29, the Mud Creek
Aqueduct and the Powerhouse and water channel beneath it.  The
wooden floor timbers of the aqueduct have been removed and the
structure altered so that it may be used for a spillway for the cur-
rent canal. It also carries the NYS Canal Trail over Ganargua Creek.
The powerhouse, located just north of the aqueduct, supplied
electricity to both lock 29 and lock 30 in Macedon. Lock 29 is one
of 6 locks in Wayne County, the most of any county in the state.

LLOOCCKK 3300  PPAA RR KK
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CCAANNAALL SSIITTEESS
At Lock 30 Park (map #4) in the
Village of Macedon three earlier
canal sites may be found. The cur-
rent spillway was part of the 1840

enlargement, and along the north bank near route 350 can be seen a 
building once used as the State Warehouse for Grain. On the east side of route
350 Lock #61 of the Enlarged Canal can be found, making Macedon one of the
few two lock towns along the canal. It is now used as part of the spillway for
Lock # 30. 

The Lock 30 Park also offers camping, picnic areas, a boat ramp and
convenient access for boaters or trail users to the many shops and stores in the
Village of Macedon.

SSTTOONNEE SSTT..   TTRRAAIILL
FFEEAATTUURREESS UUNNIIQQUUEE CCAANNAALL SSIITTEESS

Located at the end of Stone St. behind the Elementary School in the
Village of Macedon, the Macedon Trails Association Stone St. Trail (map # 5)
offers a south shore contrast to the Heritage Trail on the north shore.
Proceeding west along the trail, the hiker comes first to Charlie Cook's point,
where a Native American lived during the
early 20th century. Looking west from that
point all 3 cuts of the canal may be seen side
by side; the Original Clinton's Ditch of the
1820's, the Enlarged of the 1840's, and the
current of 1910's.  Looking to the northwest
from the point a sunken and abandoned
barge may be seen. Continuing west along
the trail other sites offer views of all 3 canals.

All Macedon’s Canal Sites are located
within the National Park Service

Erie Canalway National
Heritage Corridor

http://www.eriecanalway.org/

For further information contact:

Town of Macedon: http://macedontown.net/

Village of Macedon: www.villageofmacedon.org

Wayne County Tourism: www.co.wayne.ny.us

Macedon - Palmyra Chamber of Commerce
http://www.macedonpalmyrachamber.com

Macedon Trails: Email moldamar@msn.com

Aldrich Change Bridge & Bridgebuilders:
Email jhardin2@rochester.rr.com

Lock 60 Locktenders
Email Wayneport@att.net

NY State Canals: http://www.canals.state.ny.us/

Western Erie Canal Heritage Corridor
http://eriecanalheritage.com/content

The Erie Canal Site
http://www.eriecanal.org/MacedonPalmyra.html
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